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tell the Emperor that according to his calculations the prince had
little chance of attaining normal scholastic honours:
He will be wiser than the wisest of his age. His knowledge will,
however, come from within himself. His sagacity will be rooted
not in books, but in divine inspiration. Your Majesty may send
him to a school, but the august prince is a school unto himself.
Neither Sa'adi nor Hafiz has much to teach him. He himself is
destined to be a teacher of mankind-
Humayun was pleased with this prediction. Nevertheless, after
customary religious ceremonies, in which the high-minded Hamida
Banu Begum played the central role, Akbar was escorted by
Maham Anaga to a school inside the fort itself. The days of
Akbar's infancy were over. He was then four years, four months
and four days old.*
Humayun was keen that his son should develop proficiency in
fine arts as well. He, therefore, invited to Kabul two famed Per-
sian painters, Mir Sayid AH and Abdul Samad, and asked them
to initiate Akbar in the art of the brush. Their efforts did not,
however, go beyond infusing in the child a lively interest in the-
works of the old masters. In later years, he became a connoisseur
so knowledgeable that he could identify the authorship of a work
at first sight. Not only that: if a painting was the collective work
of several artists, he found little difficulty in naming the designer
of each part.**
Manlana Assamuddin Ibrahim was, however, not satisfied with
Akbar's progress. Discreetly, he informed Humayun more than
once that the child's heart lay not in books but in outdoor acti-
vities, such a hunting, horse and camel riding, shooting, wrestling,
and study of animal and bird habits. The Emperor did not take
the Manlana seriously, thinking that his reaction was typical of an
overzealous teacher. Several celebrated men of learning like-
There is a discrepancy in dates given by Abul Fazl and some other his-
torians, in particular Vincent A. Smith. A statement by Jauhar is perte-
nent: "To protect him from the evil eye a certain secrecy was observed
and Akbar's date of birth was moved back from Thursday, November 23,
1542 to Suaday^Qctober 15, 1542."
**It was a common practice in those days for several persons to coope-
rate in the production of a single work of art.